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DOOR PRIZE 
WINNERS: 

 

 

Mel Foust:  Mini Shell Bag 
Wendy Capion:  Mini Shell Bag  

Debra Young:  DAN Luggage Tag 
Al Audet:  Make A Beach Dive Cooler 
Hank Green:  Dental Pick for O-rings 

 

Down Under Dive 
Club 

DUDC Monthly  Meeting  
is Wednesday, October 8th  @ 7:00 pm.  

Lesson for Life: 
This is taken in part from (Lessons for life)  Scuba Diving Oct.2008  
On your dive stay together.  If you stop or change directions, let your partner 
know.  Be seen and heard.  Carry a marker bag or safety sausage on every 
dive.  Also take a whistle or sonic alert device.  A small mirror and a dive 
light can also be helpful.  Stay fit.  If you are out of shape it is easier to get in 
trouble.  Leave your mask on and your regulator in until you are back on the 
boat.  Check your air before you jump in. If your air is not on , and you don’t 
have air in your B.C. you may be headed for trouble.  
Dive Safe 
 Dale 
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Estate Planning for Divers 
David Slonim will discuss the importance of estate planning. Estate plan-
ning provides for the direction to a person’s loved ones indicating the distri-
bution and management of their important financial and health care deci-
sions in the event of incapacity or death. The presentation will cover: Wills, 
Advance Directives, Durable Powers of Attorney, Health Care Surrogates, 
Living Wills, Pre-need Guardianship Declarations, and Trust Agreements.  

DUDC Picnic at Sebastian Inlet 
This year our club picnic will be held at Sebastian Inlet (southern en-
trance).  As usual, the club will provide the hamburgers and hot dogs and 
condiments and the members will provide the side dishes and desserts.  
The pavilion is right on the water, so plan on bringing your bathing suit, 
snorkel gear, canoes, kayaks, etc.  More information will be available at the 
meeting or email John at jdockendorf@downunderdiveclub.com. 

Photo by Michael Wheat  



 

Fall in Florida  
Growing up in Nebraska I used to love the change of seasons.   I looked forward to the 
crispness in the air and changing of the leaves.   While our palm trees in Florida may 
not have colorful leaves, I still think of fall as a time of change. 

Speaking of change….we are trying something new.   The annual club picnic has 
been moved to a new month and an old, but new location (Sebastian Inlet).  Last year 
we experienced a bit too much “luv” (Florida love bugs) and plenty of heat.  I hope Octo-
ber will be a bit cooler and the only guests will be those invited by our members. 

The picnic is a chance to socialize, share stories and meet new friends.   The park of-
fers a chance to play games, launch a kayak, take a hike, enjoy nature and get wet.   
Please bring a side dish and join in the fun! 

Dive Safe, Dive Often!!! 

Rochelle 
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Event  Time   Member's 
Cost                   

 Coordinator 
Phone # / E-mail   

DUDC Club  
Meeting  Indian River Lagoon House 

Wednesday, 
10/8/08 @ 7:00 p.m.  Free    Bill Allen ballen@downunderdiveclub.com 

DUDC Board Meeting  
**Meeting place TBD 

Monday 10/27/08 @ 7 
p.m. Free  Contact any Board Member to Attend 

Dive Club Picnic at Sebastian Inlet October 25, 2008 Pot Luck Sides John Dockendorf jdockendorf@downunderdiveclub.com 

Cancellation Policy for Club Sponsored Dives:    Deposits will be refunded with 2 weeks notice of  the 
scheduled event or with a paid replacement divers.  Refunds of money paid after the 2 week cancellation pe-
riod is subject to board approval.  All requests for refunds after this period MUST be made in writing.  Money 
and deposits are refunded when dives are cancelled by the Charter or DUDC. 

ALL DIVES MUST BE PAID PRIOR TO THE DAY OF THE DIVE.  NON-MEMBERS ADD $5. 

 (This calendar is tentative and subject to change.)     
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Keys Week-end 2008 
Bob Carmichael 

It was that time of the year again – the mass migration of DUDC 
members to Monroe County (aka The Keys)!  Under the great lead-
ership of MD* Michael Wheat the forces were organized and pre-
pared for the annual expedition.  In the interest of stealth and con-
servation a smaller force was selected for this year’s advance on 
the objective!  Another change this year was the addition of an ad-
ditional objective to the master plan – a dive (actually a triple 
tank) out of South Beach’s in Miami!   
In previous expeditions this had been a collateral goal that was 
reconnoitered by a few individuals but was not part of the overall 
operations plan!   However, based on the success and recommendations of the previous efforts  the ops commander 
for this year (MD Wheat) decided to add it to the goals for this march to the sea! 
Some early causalities of this year’s expedition were felt by all, but it was the consensuses of the remainder of the 
force that the causalities were there in principle!  Nonetheless, we missed the brave attitudes and camaraderie of 
Bill Allen, Tom Butler and Jeri Curley!  Fortunately, Tom Croonquist was able to make the initial triple tank as-
sault on South Beaches!!   However, we had some new team members join us this year and they certainly contrib-
uted to the overall success of the campaign! 
Making the trek this year, in addition to Master Wheat and the undersigned lowly scribe, was Dale Purchase 
(photographer and diver extraordinaire), Joe Crecente, and Terry Peterman.   As we began the forced march south, 
the sun rose over a brilliant, cloudless day!  You could see “Great Diving Weekend” written in the sky by the Great 
Diver!!  The weather gods and the traffic gods conspired to clear the way for a flawless advance on the target – RJ’s 
Diving Ventures in South Beach! 
Several years ago when we first persuaded RJ’s to do this 3 tank dive on Friday, they were reluctant and we were 
originally the only folks on the boat.  Each year a few more folks joined us and this year the boat was a sea of peo-
ple – we were in the distinct minority!  There must have been hundreds of divers on the boat or so it seemed at 

times.  Actual count was 25 I believe!   Due to some minor techni-
cal difficulties with the diver transport vehicle we were about 30 
minutes late leaving the dock.  We did note the wind picking up 
substantially as we were milling around the dock; however, Capt 
Mike advised us most of that was due to the situation of the high 
buildings and their tendency to focus the wind (the Bernoulli af-
fect) in the areas between the  buildings where the dock was!  
Once we got out to sea we had an hour’s sail north to the first dive 
– Tenneco Towers!!  As the Capt predicted, the seas were a non-
issue at 2 feet or less all day!   
Tenneco Towers, the largest artificial reef in southeast Florida, 
was created in 1985 when the Tenneco Oil Company sank five 
large sections of oil production platforms. The decommissioned oil 
platforms were transported by barge and sunk in a straight east-
west line, each a little deeper than the next. 

We dove on one of the three sections that were in recreational diving limits.  It sat in about 100+ feet of water and 
rose about 45-50 feet in the water column!  The flow of tides and currents that move freely through the site gave 
almost instant growth to a jungle of soft coral that has since covered the entire wreck. Many large pelagic fish can 
be found at the wreck along with queen angels, Spanish hogfish, and the occasional turtle. 
At the right, club member Dale Purchase is seen examining some of the colorful growth on the Tenneco Towers. 
The next dive was on several wrecks, the Conception and the C-1.  There was a path marked in the sand with re-
bar between the two wrecks.  The C-1 was originally a US Navy tugboat that was purchased to become an artificial 
reef.  The portholes, hatches and engines were removed before it was sunk in 1990. It lies at a slight tilt and with 
the hatches and portholes removed it is easy to access the inside in a safe manner.  There were fish galore around 
the wreck, including some nice barracuda!!  The Concepcion is only about 100 feet northeast of C-1 at about 70 feet 
of water.  The cargo area has collapsed and Hurricane Andrew broke off the stern which now lies approximately 40 

Photo by Michael Wheat  

Photo by Michael Wheat  
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feet north of the main hull.   Lots of flora and fauna on this wreck 
which was sunk as an artificial reef in June 1991. 
The last of the triple tank trip was on two US Army tanks sunk in 1994 
in 48 feet of water.  There is also 1000 tons of lime rock boulders sunk 
between the two tanks.  All this contributes to a great amount of sea 
life including spiny lobsters, sponges, and hard and soft coral!!  Viz was 
only about 20 feet so it was impossible to get good pics showing a tank 
as a whole.    
These three dives wet our appetite for what was to come in the Keys 
and we headed south with our mouths watering.  Since we were think-
ing appetites several of us decided to stop at Shorty’s Bar-B-Q on US 1 
south of Coral Gables.  Food was great, but not sure it was worth the 
traffic hassle to get there.  It was rush hour of Friday!  Of course the 

traffic hassle ended about where Shorty’s was so the rest of the trip was non-eventful!! 
We arrived at Ocean Point and found the balance of our team either there or nearly there.  They included Rochelle 
Hood, John Dockendorf, Mike Workman, and Bobbi Spielman.  Stalwart divers all and each anxious to follow our 
fearless leader to the depths!!  After reviewing the plans and assignments we all rested for the test to come! 
Next AM we were up and away so as to be at Conch Divers by 0730!  We arrived to see Capt Gary and Admiral 
Brenda proudly displaying their newest dive boat, a 46 foot Delta Dive Boat.  What a beauty it was, with gleaming 
new paint and a spacious upper deck.  It was begging us to get on board and secure our gear so we could set sail for 
the Spiegel Grove!   In the slight morning breeze we could hear the Spiegel calling us to come do a double dip 
quickly!!  And, so at 0815 we headed toward the Spiegel, anxious to satisfy her cravings for us to…!    
Seas were calm and new Delta got us there in about 45 minutes.  What a great feeling it was to be back at this 
sight of so many fabulous club dives!!  We quickly suited up and made the plunge.  Vis was forever (or 70+ feet or 
so) and current was nil!  The Spiegel yearned for our attention and we were glad to oblige!    
The flag hanging on the Spiegel reminded us of its proud history of service to our country.   
After lunch back at the dock we headed out for two shallow reef dives.  The two reefs, Betty’s and Dolphin were 
loaded with fish and coral and proved to be nearly the most colorful dives of the weekend -but not quite; as we will 
find out!! 
A colorful fish peers out at DUDC members touring his home turf at 
Dolphin reef.  He and many similar friends inhabited the Betty and 
Dolphin reefs. 
After two fabulous reef dives Saturday afternoon we secured our equip-
ment in the Conch Republic Divers facility and headed off for dinner at 
various places around the area.  We focused on replenishing our 
strength for the dives to come on Sunday AM – the Duane and Snapper 
Ledge!! 
Sunday AM arrived and we all dreaded the fact that it was our last day 
of our Keys expedition, but we were excited about the last two dives on 
the schedule!!   
The first dive was on the CG Cutter Duane, beautiful wreck in about 120 feet of water.  The plan was to tie up on 
the center buoy which is secured to the crow’s nest at the center of the cutter; however, two private dive boats were 
there when we arrived despite us leaving the dock early!  So we tied up at the only available buoy, the one at the 
rear of the cutter.   It took divers down to the fantail of the ship at about 100 feet.   
The current was nil as it had been on the previous day and we had an easy decent into the blue water with great 
visibility and the ever present barracuda monitoring our movements.   
This shot of the crow’s nest shows some of the fish that call the Duane home.   Not shown is a bull shark that 
greeted club members as they descended on the wreck.  He was especially interested in greeting Terry Peterman 
and circled him several times getting closer and closer and closer…! 
Some might say the best was saved for last, but then again some might say all these dives were the best!  Due to 
cooperation of the weather and current and all else the trip was filled with fabulous dives and a great deal of cama-
raderie that is always the highlight of any Club dive.  The last dive was Snapper ledge that is always full of fish 
and wonderful sights.   And with these parting shots I leave you with the thought to start planning for next year’s 
trip now so you don’t miss it!!                                     

Photo by Michael Wheat  

Photo by Michael Wheat  
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TOMS’ DIVE BLOG 

September 2008 and who dove what and where? 

With the Dog Days of summer still on us and with an active Hurricane 
season through August and the early September diving for me was 
minimal. After the cancelation of the Kick the Month off Right Dive I 
was able to make two outings, pretty slack for me. Unfortunately with 
the onset of several project deadlines at work and domestic chores it 
looks like the remaining portion of 2008 will remain slack but hey, I 
did have a great year so far. With three trips abroad and over 100 
logged dives 2008 was very, very good to me. I hope it was good for 
you too. 

Below is my blog for September 2008, I hope you enjoy, and as al-
ways remember… 

Work sucks, I’m going diving. 

See ya, 

Tom C. 

***************************************** 

When: September 19, 2008  
Where: Miami Beach 
What: Miami Wrecks on the Friday dives before the DUDC annual 
Keys Weekend 
Charter: RJ Divers 
Who: Joe C., Bob, Dale, Terry and Michael. 

Weather: Calm winds, sunny and warm with high at about 95 de-
grees. 
Seas: about 1 foot with chop and a 2 footer here and there. 
Viz: 60 feet on the first dive dropping to 20 feet on the last dive 
Water Temp: Mid 80’s 
Scenario: 3 tanker on RJ Divers 46 foot Newton, a side trip on the 
way down to the Florida Keys for a weekend of diving. 

For those of us who made it to Little Cayman for the Club Dive in June this was almost the exact same boat. A beauty of 
a vessel set up diving; only problem was that when we got ready for our first dive I sat on the end of the dive platform 
anxiously waiting for the crew to bring my BCD and strap it on for me. It was a flash back to Neil and Sharons’ superb 
service in Little Cayman. Okay I’m only kidding I really didn’t go sit down but I wanted to… 

1) Tenneco Towers North, 1 of the 3 Tenneco Tower sites. 
This old oil rig brought in from the Gulf of Mexico was 
sunk October of 1985 in three different sections. This site is 
also known as Shallow Tenneco. It still is in good shape 
and encrusted with many different corals and sponges and 
teamed with sea life. Max depth I hit was 100 feet, viz 60 
feet. 

2) One site three wrecks, “The Conception” 150 foot Hondu-
ran Freighter, sunk on June 7, 1991, “C-One” 120 foot tug 
sunk in November 1990 and “The Belzon Barge” 115 foot 
steel barge sunk in August 1991. These three wrecks are all 
within 200 feet of each other and Navigation between the 
three made easy with the rebars driven into the sand, like 

Photo by Tom Croonquist  

Photo by Tom Croonquist  

Photo by Tom Croonquist  
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bread crumbs for the diver on the exploration. Even the least experience divers can easily navigate between the 
wrecks. Max depth 79 feet. Be sure to ask Dale about his keeps sake taken from the inside of the barge. 

3) The Tanks, or as I was over heard saying “Lets get tanked”. These are two M60 tanks sunk in June 1994 with a 
1060 ton lime rock article reef placed between them. They are posed as to be in battle with each other. Viz had 
dropped to 20 feet on the dive and the Dive Master wasn’t able to moor us on the tanks. After several tries the 
Captain moored us a sunken salvage vessel only about 60 yards away. Navigation again made easy by the rebar 
placed in the sand brought us directly to the first of the two tanks. After a few minutes of exploration we were 
off to see the second tanks. Max depth here was 50 feet. 

Post party: None for me as I headed back to bustling metropolis of Cocoa to prepare for another Saturday spent in the 
office. The rest of the group were off the dinner then the Keys for a weekend of diving. 

 

***************************************** 

When: September 28, 2008  
Where: West Palm 
What: Sunday afternoon diving, what a way to end the weekend. 
Charter: Little Deeper 
Who: Joe C., Al and students 
Weather: Calm winds, cloudy but warm turning to rainy and cold with a high at about 90 degrees. 
Seas: about 2 foot and choppy 
Viz: 15 feet 
Water Temp: 81 degrees 
Scenario: Bath and Tennis and then The Trenches with Capt. Dave, Admiral Lynn and First Mate Debi. 

A Sunday afternoon dive in West Palm, how nice. I carpooled downed with our own intra-hemisphere diver Joe C. With 
this being a Sunday afternoon dive we were in no rush to be on the road by 5am. I picked up Joe in Melbourne at 10:30 
and we booked down I-95 in time to reach the marina by noon. After a slight delay we were on way out to a wonderful 
day of diving. After a week of high seas, pushing past 12 feet the seas had calmed down but the viz remained poor. Yes 
but it was still a wonderful day of diving. Me with Lobster snare and net in hand I have no photos to share but if you like 
Lobster, that is a different story. Days like today we wonder why the limit is only 6 bugs per person per day. When it is 
like a Lobster Buffet on the nooks and crevasses and we are having to choose which on in the bag we are going to let go 
to get the next 4 pounder in, why only six? Um, okay, I didn’t even see a bug and only one caught all afternoon but a guy 
can dream can’t I? I did however see, on both dives, free swimming spotted eels, bounties of fish and a devastating hor-
ror of damage to the sponges on The Trench. Dozens on them literally cut in half but what appears to have been some-
body’s anchor line. All in all it was still a great day of diving, free from work and domestic chores for an afternoon and 
evening. It was all good. 

Photo by Tom Croonquist  Photo by Tom Croonquist  
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Post party: Chili’s on PGA Blvd 

***************************************** 

In closing and as a reminder any club member is welcomed to submit an article or picture for the newsletter. If submit-
ting a photo I suggest always writing up a small (or large) article to accompany your picture and send them to Jeri, our 

very own Journalist, Staff Photographer, Editor, Editorialist, Editor and Chief of our newsletter. You can submit directly 
to her via the club email address located on our Webpage. 

Tell and show us about your dives. 

END OF TOMS’ DIVE BLOG 

Hope you enjoyed 

Close Encounter 
I thought folks might like to see one of the en-
counters we had while diving the weekend of 
19 - 21 September down at Miami Beach and 
then in Key Largo. Out of Miami Beach we 
dove on the Tenneco Tower, the Concepcion 
and on the Army Tanks. Visibility was never 
great but got progressively worse as the day 
wore on. By the time we got to the tanks you 
had to be right on top of them to see them. Af-
terwards, we drove down to the arranged 
suites near Key Largo. The following day we 
made two dives in the morning on the Spiegel, 
came back for lunch and then had two shallow 
dives on reefs. There was a lot of activity on 
the reefs and I took a few pictures. On Sunday 
we dove on the Duane, a US Coast Guard cut-
ter sitting upright in about 110 feet of water. 
The deck and superstructure was at 90 feet and there is where I suddenly saw a bull shark coming down 
the port side of the ship at my level. I quickly raised my camera and took a shot at him and then when I 
brought the camera down, he had already turned away. I was afraid that I had missed the shot but it 
turned out pretty decent. I sent it off to George Burgess at the Florida Museum of Natural History to 
ask confirmation of the type and to ask about out the attack stance. He said "This is indeed a bull shark 
(Carcharhinus leucas). This species is not uncommon around moderately deep water structures such as 

wrecks and reefs. The pectoral fins down posture is sort of 
the normal position during its cruising mode - bulls move 
them up and down as steering mechanism and brakes. That 
said, your implication that downturned pect's is a warning 
sign is an accurate observation - it should raise your anten-
nae. In the case of this species, your antennae should be up 
all the time - this is the shark I most respect and treat with 
the highest caution. I have no doubt it was checking you out. 
Be careful when you are in the water with this guy..." 

The shark looked to be about six to seven feet in length, but 
others saw it and might have a better estimate. 

—Joe Cresente Photo by Michael Wheat  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 The Down Under Dive Club is located in Melbourne on the sunny east cen-
tral coast of Florida. Formed in 1984 by a group of enthusiastic divers, DUDC 
currently has about 100 members. Our mission is to promote safe, organized 
dive events, provide a social setting comfortable to everyone, and encourage 
environmental responsibility among the diving community. Our past dives have 
covered the Atlantic ocean, from Georgia to Bonaire. We organize all types of 
dives: drift dives, wreck dives, shore dives, live-aboards, spring dives, and even 
shark dives! Our members include a diverse group of divers.  There are men, 
women and kids, ages from 11 to 65+ with all certification levels from new Open 
Water divers to Instructors. 

 
Meetings are held on the 2nd Wednesday of every month at 7:00 PM at the In-
dian River Lagoon House, Located just south of University Blvd. on US1 in Mel-
bourne. Door prizes are awarded each month and we book a fascinating assort-
ment of guest speakers. We invite everyone interested in SCUBA diving to stop 
by for some stimulating conversation, meet our group, and have some fun! If you 
have any questions, you can E-mail us at info@downunderdiveclub.com  

Board of Directors  
President :                       Rochelle Hood  rhood@downunderdiveclub.com 

Vice President:                     John Dockendorf jdockendorf@downunderdiveclub.com 

Treasurer Bob Carmichael bcarmichael@downunderdiveclub.com 

Secretary:                       Jeri L. Curley jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com 

Membership:                 Bill Allen  ballen@downunderdiveclub.com 

Safety Officer:  Dale Purchase  dpurchase@downunderdiveclub.com 

Dive Coordinator:  Tom Croonquist tjcroonquist@downunderdiveclub.com 
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